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Network for Teaching Entrepreneurship (NFTE) has proven opportunities for you to receive CRA  
credit under your Investment and Service pillars

The NFTE Purpose

NFTE activates the entrepreneurial mindset in youth from under-resourced communities and builds their  knowledge about business startup, 
creating a more vibrant economy and sustainable society.

Uniquely NFTE

NFTE’s award-winning curriculum teaches financial literacy in the context of learning the entrepreneurial  mindset and startup skills, with excellent 
results. We teach young people how to earn money through their  talents and interests and then how to manage those earnings responsibly to 
support their business and life  goals. Starting as early as middle school, a key component of all NFTE classes is the provision of personal  financial
education.

Impact

NFTE North Texas Students Teachers Volunteers

1,200 middle and high-
school

22 NFTE Certified 100

NFTE North Texas Alum

For NFTE alum, Juan Ramos, entrepreneurship changed his life. Juan came to  
the U.S. with very limited English skills in the 10th grade, enrolled in  NFTE
and won national acclaim for his business idea. He is now a Gates Millennium  
Scholar Recipient studying at the University of Texas, Austin. Juan says,
“Entrepreneurial education is the key to developing individuals and the

only way to eradicate poverty.”



NFTE Works

NFTE students outpace national averages in employment, self-employment, and education.

80%
of NFTE alumni are in college or have  graduated college.

Nationally:

5 2 %  of low-income students in the U.S.

immediately enroll in 2- or 4-year colleges  after they graduate 

high school.

9 %  of low-income students in the U.S.  obtain a Bachelor’s 

degree by age 24

1 in 4
NFTE alumni have started at least one business after finishing a 

NFTEprogram.

Nationally:

2 %  of youth aged 16 – 24 were self-employed in 2015.

Source: 2016 U.S. NFTE Alumni Study

 100% of the NFTE schools in North Texas have Free or Reduced Lunch rates (FARL) well-over 50%

 For the 2017-2018 School year, it is anticipated that approximately 70% of NFTE  North Texas schools 
are ranked as low or moderate census tract income level.

 Privacy considerations prevent formal tracking of individual circumstances,  however anecdotally we 
know that nearly 100% of our students would be the  first in their family to attend college, in many 
cases our students would be the  first in their family to complete high school.

NFTE volunteers

NFTE North Texas involves more than 275 volunteers annually; since 2005, we have involved 3,500  volunteers in our region.

We offer well-organized and impactful employee volunteer opportunities with significant flexibility in  relation to volunteer times, 
duration, and location.

NFTE can create the opportunity for your financial institution to address and instruct our  students on the key components of 
financial literacy and small business ownership, so they  can make  informed, disciplined decisions to insure future financial health 
and well-being.



Investing to Lift North Texas Lives



Our clients created 
3,305 jobs

The Power of Capital & Small Business
2010-2016 Economic Impact Study: North Texas (Dallas and Fort Worth)

For every $1 LiftFund 
lends $13.91 is 

generated in economic 
activity by our 

borrowers 

LiftFund provided $20.6 M 
in capital to entrepreneurs 

in North Texas

Our clients created 
$532M in economic 

activity

New tax revenue $21M 



LiftFund lends to diverse 
entrepreneurs who are 

traditionally left out of the 
financial mainstream. 

Our customers: 
• 86% Minority Owned Businesses
• 10% Veteran Owned
• 64% Hispanic Owned
• 13% African American Owned
• 40% Women Owned

LiftFund Borrower Profile



North Texas 2016 Impact

204 loans disbursed 

$3.9 Million in business loans

621 Business Support hours

African 
American

30%

Hispanic
51%

White
12%

Other
7%



A loan alone is not enough

• According to a recent study from 
three universities around the 
country - the University of Texas at 
Austin, the University of California 
Los Angeles and New York 
University - startups receiving 
assistance from LiftFund have a 
74% survival rate. Because we not 
only provide capital to our clients, 
but the education to sustain and 
grow their businesses.  

• A study by the National Business 
Incubator Association (NBIA) 
revealed that 80% of new 
businesses fail within the first five 
years, proving the struggles of new 
business ownership in America.  



With SCORE, Small Businesses Achieve Big Success

• SCORE helps small businesses achieve their goals through our mentoring and 
training. That success not only affects the business owner, but also the 
communities they live and work in, and the larger American Economy.

• SCORE was founded in 1964 and is a national, nonprofit association, with its 
headquarters in Washington, D.C. It's 11,500 volunteers are organized into 389 
chapters throughout the United States. SCORE's Volunteers, mostly retired 
women and men, were successful in their own businesses or held responsible 
positions in major corporations. 

• SCORE is a resource partner with the U.S. Small Business Administration.
• The Dallas Chapter was founded in 1965 and provides mentoring services to 

residents of Dallas and, through multiple satellite offices, to residents of the 
surrounding cities in North Texas.

• In 2016, SCORE mentors helped start 54,072 new businesses and create 78,691 
new jobs.






